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by all kinds of different causes, it is also true that
often one particular cause stands out pre-eminent
as the real motive power behind the changes. This
is certainly true of the European policy in Africa
and Asia during the last fifty years* The policy
has resulted in the carving up of the two continents
among a few European Great Powers into empires
or imperial possessions and spheres of influence
or of exploitation* This would not have happened,
had not Europeans had certain beliefs and desires*
These beliefs and desires which have produced
European imperialism in Africa and Asia can be
analysed into four different kinds, moral, senti-
mental, military and economic; and we must
briefly examine what part each kind played
in forming the imperialist policy of European
States.

The conception of the moral nature and duty of
imperialism, the idea that the rule of Asiatics and
Africans and the acquisition of their territory by
Europeans is morally justifiable and necessary, often
occur in the speeches and the writings of imperial-
ists. The doctrine has been summed up in a
phrase, " the white man's burden/' According to
this historical and political vision,,the white man
is superior to other races, in heart and brain, above